Chapter IV
IN towns and large villages there are, especially
among people of the higher castes, many rigid
customs and formalities regarding marriages always
observed.   It is true that the exclusion of women no
longer exists; but young girls after puberty are sup-
posed to be kept within the house, and only to meet
men of the immediate family. A marriage is ar-
ranged formally; a formal proposal is made by the
man's father or mother to the girl's father or mother.
There are usually long negotiations and bargainings
between the two families over the dowry. When at
last the preliminaries are settled and the wedding
day arrives, it is a very solemn and formal affair.
All the members of each family are invited; the
bridegroom goes with his friends and relations to the
house of the bride, and then conducts her in pro-
cession, followed by the guests, to his own house.
Much money is spent upon entertaining, and new
clothes and presents.
But in villages like Beddagama, these customs and
formalities are often not observed. The young girls
are not kept within the house; they have to work.